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where the d ifficulty comes in. If you could have a line drawn
in terms of w eeks, and statistically even i f you ha ve t o
determine it in the vast majority of cases the individual lives,
then that could be the cutoff point, but that is not even agreed
to by doctors, and in that most recent Webster deci s i o n , t he r e
was a dispute as to how many weeks should constituce what we are
talking about in other things for the purpose of an abort i o n .

SENATOR ELMER : It is a very tangled issue. How are we, as
people, going to be able to decide life and death m a tters of
t hi s t yp e ?

PRESIDENT: T i me .

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: A s a...can I just. answer briefly.

PRESIDENT: O h , su r e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: As a Legislature, we can ' t and w e sh o u l d n ' t ,
that is why we shouldn't be d oing wh at we a r e d oing i n my

PRESIDENT: Ok ay , t h an k you . Senator Conway, please, followed
b y Senato r C a r s t e n R o g e r s .

SENATOR CONWAY: I would like to give my time to Senator Landis,
please .

PRESIDENT: Senator Landis, please.

SENATOR LANDIS : Th an k you , M r. Speaker, members o f the
Legislature. One of the things that is a t r i sk i n t h i s wh o l e
matter of abortion rights is the fact that abortion safet y wi l l
get risked as we proceed through the public policy issuesof
whether to permit on a continuing basis abor t i o n o r no t , an d i t
is wise fo r us to re member the seedy l e g ac y w h i c h w e h a v e i n
this area because history, which now seems skipping away from us
and hard to remember, reminds us that il legal abortions are
d angerous , and t h at they represent a very real threat, public
health threat. One of the things that has happered s inc e 197 3
is that the women who died from complications from abor t i o n h a s
gone down tremendously. De ,".thsrelating to abortions dropped
more t h an 40 pe r ce n t , and in all after that one year, the total
r educt i o n w a s 9 0 p e r c e n t , a real public health gain f o r t he
lives of women. Abo rtions obtained ina medic a l l y app r o p r i at e

o pin i o n .
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